Respiratory function and liver cirrhosis.
Respiratory function was studied in 27 patients with liver cirrhosis and in a control group of 36 subjects. A significant difference in the overall comparison of the cirrhotic patients vs the control group was found only for average values of PEFR and FEF 25% (p less than 0.05); the significant reduction of PEFR was still present in ascitic subgroup. Considering other subgroups created vs control group, a restrictive alteration was observed in patients in Child's class C, with lower albumin levels and in presence of hyperbilirubinemia. An obstructive dysfunction was present in alcoholic cirrhotic patients. A significant decrease (p less than 0.05) of FEF 25-75% and FEF 75% (a specific small airways function index) was observed in patients with esophageal varices vs patients without varices, not related to ascites. The small airway functional alteration seems related to hemodynamic features of portal hypertension.